January 2018: In-lake construction work begins
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Full-steam ahead! Easter Lake renovation
moves forward as construction begins

Upcoming Events

After 300,000 cubic yards of sediment was removed in 2016, construction
crews are at Easter lake once again removing sediment from Easter Lake.
Work officially began in early January after a new contract was signed in
late 2017 for remaining lake dredging, shoreline restoration and fishery
improvements.

Feb. 21 @ 6 PM to 8 PM
South Side Senior Center
100 Payton Ave. Des Moines, IA

What to Expect in 2018 - Throughout 2018, construction crews will be hard
at work completing a variety of activities including but not limited to:







Removal of 270,000 cubic yards of sediment
Finishing Phase III of the Mark C. Ackelson Trail including a 440’
pedestrian bridge
Shoreline restoration work
Fish habitat improvements
Boat ramp renovation and improvements
Ditch checks and silt basin work

Additionally, work will continue throughout the watershed including
stabilization of Yeader Creek, city detention basin improvements, and
more. Wanting more details on upcoming work? Check out the project
updates tab at www.easterlake.org or follow us on Facebook and
Instagram.

Learn More at our Upcoming Public Meeting & Open House. 2018 is
going to a busy year and the partners of the Easter Lake Watershed Project
want to make sure you know all the details. Join us on February 21st from 6
to 8 PM at the South Side Senior Center. During the event you’ll have a
chance to talk to project partners about the restoration project,
accomplishments, and progress. We hope to see you there!

Public Meeting & Open House

Rain Barrel Workshop
March 3 @ 10 AM to 11 AM
*Register for the event on the Des Moines
Parks & Rec website or find the ticket link on
our Facebook event page
March 27 (tentative date)

Des Moines Trash Bash
April 20th @ 12PM to 5PM
Go to https://earthday.dmgov.org/ for more
information

Stay Connected
Get the latest updates from the Easter Lake
Watershed Project by following us!
Easter Lake Watershed Project
Easterlake_watershedproject
www.easterlake.org
For more information Contact:
Julie Perreault—Watershed Coordinator
julie.perreault@ia.nacdnet.net
515.964.1883 ext. 3

New 440’ Pedestrian Bridge to be Constructed Connecting
Mark C. Ackelson Trail Around Easter Lake
Construction of the Mark C. Ackelson Trail around Easter Lake is an exciting new
addition to Easter Lake Park for lake and Des Moines trail users alike. When
completed, the paved trail will be 6.2 miles in length winding around Easter Lake. In
late 2017, Phase III of the trail along Evergreen Ave. and SE 34th streets was
finished. Remaining Phase III construction includes a 440’ pedestrian bridge that will
span the west arm of the lake connecting the trail around Easter Lake. Construction
of the bridge is anticipated to be completed by fall 2018.
Interested in sponsoring the bridge? Along the railing of the bridge, individual
bridge plaque sponsors will be recognized with a plaque bearing their name,
company name, friend or loved ones’ name(s). Plaques may be purchased by going
to www.greatoutdoorsfoundation.org or you can call (515)323-5300. More
information about the bridge plaque campaign may be found at www.easterlake.org
under the project updates tab.

Above: As part of a volunteer event in November of 2017, volunteers and Polk County Conservation staff removed invasive
species from Easter Lake Park. Removal of invasive species throughout the watershed is a targeted effort to help improve
water quality in Easter Lake. If you would like to volunteer at our upcoming events contact the watershed coordinator or
follow us on Facebook or Instagram for updates!

Ways you can Help Easter Lake
As part of the Easter Lake Watershed Project, funding has been made available to watershed residents to install conservation
practices on their own properties. This funding can help cover as much as 75% of eligible project costs for soil quality
restoration, rain gardens, permeable pavement, and rain barrels. If you are interested in any of these practices please contact
the watershed coordinator to set up a site visit today. Funding is limited so reach out while it lasts!
*Not a resident of the Easter Lake Watershed? Contact us and we can connect you with other cost-share funding resources!
Rain Barrels

Easter Lake Watershed Project Partners:

Soil Quality Restoration

Rain Garden

