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Lake Draw Down
Have you noticed the low water levels at Easter Lake? The
lake was drawn down 4 feet in early November to allow for
work on the spillway valve. This is in preparation for the
future full draw down of the lake 2017. This low water has
provided a great opportunity for project staff and
contractors to document and prioritize future shoreline
stabilization areas. Large mud flats have become visible in
bays around the lake, which at full water levels these bays
are less then 2-3 feet deep and will be deepened to a
depth of 4-8 feet with future dredging operations.
Restoration Timeline Updates- As expected with such a
large project, the dates and schedules are ever evolving.
The timeline below has the most up to date information on
future lake renovations.

Mud Flats visible following 4 ft. lake
draw down

Easter Lake West Bay near Yeader Creek
Tributary

Monitoring for Clean Water
The Easter Lake Watershed Project is continuing to strive towards its goals of improved water quality
throughout the watershed. Recently, two enhanced rain gardens have been installed at Easter Lake Park; one
located near the covered bridge and the other near shelter one. These rain gardens will treat water runoff from the
nearby parking lots, sidewalks, and grassed areas. The water will briefly pond in the rain gardens and slowly
infiltrate through the amended soil, filtering out pollutants and excess nutrients. Native plants will be planted in
the spring and will use their deep root systems to uptake the excess nutrients and utilize them.
A trench with a perforated tile was placed down the center of these rain gardens, making them slightly
different than traditional rain gardens. This tile is beneficial for sites with low percolations rates and prevents
water from ponding for too long on the surface.

Temporarily ponded water in in the enhanced rain
garden during a rain event.

Water has completely infiltrated into the soil a few
hours after the rain event.

The two rain garden sites were selected to participate in a
study that is being conducted by the Iowa Urban Conservation
Program, the University of Iowa, and the Johnson County Soil and
Water Conservation District. This study is researching pollutant
nutrient removal effectiveness in different rainscaping practices as
well as how water moves through the practice and where it goes.
Because of this, two monitoring wells have been placed in each rain
garden. These wells capture water that has infiltrated through the
soil media. Samples are pulled from the wells and sent to the lab to
be analyzed for levels of nutrients and pollutants. If the levels within
the samples are low, we know the rain gardens are functioning as
they should. The bioretention cell near the Easter Lake beach is also
a study site for this project and has two monitoring wells.

Polk SWCD staff take water samples from a
monitoring well.

For More Information Contact:
Zach DeYoung– Watershed Coordinator
zachary.deyoung@ia.nacdnet.net
(515)964-1883 ext.3

John Swanson–Watershed Outreach Coordinator
johnathon.swanson@ia.usda.gov
(515) 964-1883 ext. 3
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