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Easter Lake Park: A Storied History
Today, the majority of area
residents have long forgotten the
storied history which led to the
creation of Easter Lake Park. The
park opened in 1969 and covers
464 acres, offering a natural
escape from the urban landscape
of the Des Moines metro. This
area on the southeast side of Des
Moines was the last operating
coal mine in Polk County,
shutting down in 1959.
Remnants of the mining
operation can still be found on
the south side of the lake where
soil has been tested to have a pH
as low as 3.3. This severe acidity
inhibits plant growth.
Soon after the closing of the
coal mine in 1959 the area was
being considered for use as a
landfill site. Opposing the idea,
neighborhood volunteers joined
together to form the South Town
Lake and Development Society.
For years the society lobbied for
the area to be turned into a park.
And after nearly a decade they

Watershed Flow Meter Study
As part of the Easter Lake Watershed Project, a study is being
conducted to test the ability of rainscaping practices, such as
rain gardens and permeable pavers, to infiltrate stormwater in
an entire neighborhood. Sub-watersheds selected for the study
will have flowmeters attached to stormsewer outlets, measuring
the amount of water entering the lake. Project partners will
document the decrease in the amount of stormwater and
pollutants entering the lake at the sites.

successfully helped turn the area
into Easter Lake Park. At the
time the lake measured 220
acres. Approximately 40% of the
surrounding watershed had been
developed. Over the years the
lake has been filled in with
sediment, now measuring
approximately 178 acres. The
watershed continues to develop
and is now 70% urbanized.
Within the park, the “Owens
Covered Bridge” serves as a
nostalgic reminder of Iowa’s
past. The bridge originally
spanned the North River and was
2.5 miles north of Carlisle. With
the creation or Lake Red Rock
forthcoming, in 1967 Polk County
Conservation Board bought the
bridge from Gordon and
Frederick Owens and moved it to
Easter Lake Park. The covered
bridge is now the last of its kind
in Polk County and has withstood
the times of change since its
creation in 1887.

Upcoming Events
Build-Your-Own Rain Barrel Workshop* March 22nd
Southside Senior Center Cost:$20 (33 Gal. Barrel)

Build-Your-Own Rain Barrel Workshop* April 17th
Easter Lake Park Shop Cost: $50 (55 Gal. Barrel)

Invasive Species Removal

April 22nd

Easter Lake Shelter #3 Cost: FREE

Native Landscaping Seminar*
Ewing Park Cabin

May 8th

Cost: FREE

Easter Lake Watershed Project Kickoff
Easter Lake Park

May 18th

Cost: FREE

Fly Fishing Seminar*

June 28th

Easter Lake Shelter #1 Cost: FREE

Soil Quality Restoration
Watershed Residence

TBA

Cost: FREE

For more details on visit www.easterlake.org
Reimbursement is available for rain barrels that are
installed within the Easter Lake Watershed.
*Online Registration Required

Rainscaping Practice: Soil Quality Restoration
A common practice in home construction is to
scrape away top soil to access clay layers, which
are better for foundations. This often leaves
homeowners with a yard that is unable to absorb
rain and provides difficulties for plants. To
address this problem, soil quality restoration is a
great way to rebuild top soil and create a healthy
functioning yard. This simple practice includes
aerating the yard and adding a compost layer,
and is eligible for 75% cost-share.
For More Information Contact:
Zach DeYoung– Watershed Coordinator
zachary.deyoung@ia.nacdnet.net
(515)964-1883 ext.3

John Swanson–Watershed Outreach Coordinator
johnathon.swanson@ia.usda.gov
(515) 964-1883 ext. 3
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