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Easter Lake Watershed Project Moves
Forward as Phase One is Complete
During the short life of the Easter Lake Watershed Project
notable progress has already been made. The goals of Phase
One were aimed at reducing external loading pollutants focusing on sediment and phosphorus through cost-share and financial incentives. Many of the project’s original goals have
been met and even exceeded.
During the first three years of the
project , 103 Rainscaping practices
including raingardens, permeable
paver driveways, soil quality restorations, native landscaping, and bioretention cells have been installed. In
addition, a multitude of rain barrels
have been installed which are a great
first step to get people actively involved in stormwater management. In total, these Rainscaping practices have resulted in
over 6 million gallons of stormwater being treated within the
watershed. Financial support for these projects has come from
cost-share dollars from the Iowa DNR 319 program, Iowa
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Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship– Division of
Soil Conservation, the City of Des Moines, Polk County Conservation, the Water Quality Initiative, homeowners, and
funds raised and leveraged by project coordinators.
Education and Outreach have a played a key role in getting the
Easter Lake Watershed Project off the ground and running.
During Phase One (years 1-3), 92 education events, presentations, and displays have been held engaging over 600 volun-

teers and 1,395 students at school education programs. Education and outreach events focus on education about the watershed and Rainscaping practices, participation in field days,
legislative events, and volunteering opportunities.
Looking ahead. July of 2016 brought the beginning of Phase
Two. Throughout this second phase, focuses will include finishing lake dredging, constructing a wetland, fishery improvements, bank stabilization at Yeader Creek, among others. Installation of Rainscaping practices will continue throughout
the watershed, however focus will start to shift from residential areas to larger projects at schools, parks
and streets including SE
14th, Indianola Ave,
and SW 9th businesses.
Dredging Easter Lake,
Summer 2016

Early Results Show Rainscaping is
Working
During Phase One, a 319 monitoring program was developed
to track the impacts of practices installed on storm flow discharge and water quality improvements at Easter Lake. Two
subwatershed basins were selected for monitoring, one test
and one control basin. Stormwater from each subwatershed
discharges directly to Easter Lake via a storm sewer outfall.
Velocity flow meters have allowed us to track the volume of
stormwater discharge into the lake from each subwatershed.
As of February 2016, the targeted subwatershed was showing
a 34% reduction in
stormwater outflow.
Its still early on in this
study, but results are
showing that Rainscaping practices do
make a significant
impact on infiltrating
and treating storm- Rain gardens like this help infiltrate
rooftop runoff
water runoff.

Phase One Highlight: Sediment Basin Installed at Easter Lake Park
Throughout the duration of the Easter Lake Project some of the best and most exciting projects have been unplanned. In Phase
One, a sediment basin was created west of the historic bridge at Easter Lake Park, funded by Polk County Conservation and
DNR 319. Originally, the middle arm of the lake where the sediment basin is now located had no restoration planned.
However, after careful analysis it was revealed this area was responsible for significant sediment and nutrient delivery to the
lake. In total the basin is expected to reduce 214 tons of sediment and 278 pounds of phosphorus each year helping to
improve overall water quality within Easter Lake.
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End of an Era
Since its inception, the Easter Lake Watershed Project has been led by
Watershed Coordinator Zach DeYoung. Recently, Zach has taken a new
position and will no longer be the Easter Lake Watershed Coordinator
starting in April. Zach has been a fantastic leader for the project implementing over 160 Rainscaping practices, overseeing the creation of
sediment basins, lake dredging, woodland restoration, streambank
stabilization projects and more. Zach has been a valuable resource,
and will be leaving the project well on its way to
success. We look forward to seeing the opportunities his new position will bring him and possibly
the Easter Lake Watershed Project as well! We
wish Zach all the very best and thank him for the
positive impact his leadership has had on the watershed. “I would just like to say that it has been great working with all of the
residents and businesses within the Easter Lake Watershed. There is a sense of
pride and ownership of Easter Lake, unlike anything I have ever seen. When
the residents have that passion it ensures success and definitely made my job
easier. Thanks for everything! “
For more information contact:
Julie Perreault– Watershed Coordinator
julie.perreault@ia.nacdnet.net
(515)964-1883 ext.3

Want to keep up with all the news on the Easter Lake Watershed
Project? Check us out on Facebook and “Like” our page:
Easter Lake Watershed Project.
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