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Easter Lake Watershed Project Kickoff 
 The Easter Lake Watershed 
Project held its  public kickoff 
event on May 18th at  Easter Lake 
Park.  Still in its first year, the 
Easter Lake Watershed Project has 
a 9 year plan to improve water 
quality in Easter Lake through a 
combination of in-lake 
renovations, stream 
improvements, and  stormwater 
infiltration practices in the 
watershed.  The project also 
hopes to improve recreational use 
of the lake with a new 6 mile trail, 
improved fishery, and potentially 
build a new lodge. 
 The event had great 
attendance on a beautiful spring 
day with free food provided by 
Bob’s Tools , located on Army Post 
Road.  People also enjoyed 
pontoon boat tours of the lake as 
they learned the future of Easter 
Lake and the surrounding area.   
Plans include 

dredging the lake, stabilizing 
Yeader Creek, and improving the 
woodland habitat around the 
park.  Bass Pro Shops, of Altoona, 
provided and piloted the pontoon 
for the day.     
 Watershed residents who 

attended were able to visit with 

watershed coordinators and local 

contractors  to learn about what 

they could do on their own 

property to help out Easter lake.  

Rain gardens, soil quality 

restoration, permeable pavers, 

and other rainscaping practices 

are needed to help the project 

meet its goals of improving water 

quality in Easter Lake. The project 

is off to a good start and  the 

foundation has been  built for a 

successful project. 

      

 The annual city wide 

clean up effort , known as the 

Trash Bash, had another 

successful  effort in 2014.  This 

year 1,200 volunteers enjoyed 

beautiful weather as they picked 

up 118,000 pounds of trash, 

tires, metal, and brush that 

included 20 pounds of cigarette 

butts.  Volunteers used canoes 

and rubber boots to clean trash 

out of Easter Lake while others 

worked to pick up trash at the 

corner of SE 14th St. and 

McKinley Ave.  The McKinley site 

was designated “the trashiest 

spot in the watershed.”  In this 

area, 35 bags of trash were filled 

with litter, 25 tires were 

collected, and two truck beds 

were filled with large trash! 

  

Trash Bashin’ at Easter Lake 

Kids and adults used the stream table to 
learn how land use and the environment 

influences streams. 

Attendees enjoying pontoon boat tours 
of the lake.  Boat and driver provided by 

Bass Pro Shops. 



Discover Your Watershed Program 
     The Easter Lake Watershed 

project recently participated in 

the “discover your watershed” 

program with Polk County 

Conservation Board that 

engaged nearly 500 local high 

school students to learn about 

their local watersheds.  The 

program was funded in part by 

a REAP-CEP Grant.  The 

program used a combination of conventional teaching methods, outdoor activities, and a little hard 

work to convey the importance of caring for watersheds.  Easter Lake Watershed Coordinators 

worked with 100 Lincoln High School students, including in-class activities as well as a field trip to 

Easter Lake Park.  On the field trip, students participated in canoeing, water quality and biological 

sampling, as well as a 1/2 acre of soil quality restoration.  Over the course of three hours, students 

spread 32 cubic yards of compost over aerated soil to help improve soil health and it’s ability to 

absorb rain water.    

Check us out online at www.easterlake.org  or 

“LIKE” our Easter Lake Watershed Project Facebook page 

Brought to you by: 

 

Zach DeYoung– Watershed Coordinator  

zachary.deyoung@ia.nacdnet.net 

(515)964-1883 ext.3 

John Swanson–Watershed Outreach Coordinator 

johnathon.swanson@ia.usda.gov 

(515) 964-1883 ext. 3 

For More Information Contact: 

 One of the simplest ways of treating 

stormwater is to redirect downspouts  from 

pavement to yards or gardens.  By allowing this 

water to flow onto grass, it gives it a chance to be 

slowed and  infiltrated into the ground.  The  Easter 

Lake Watershed Project is starting a new program 

to help local residents redirect their downspouts at 

little to no cost to them.  If you think you have a 

good redirection site and would like to help out the 

lake please, contact a wateshed coordinator today! 

Rainscaping Practice: Downspout Redirect 


