New stormwater wetland helps to protect
Easter Lake. Check out the story on page 2.
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Huge Reductions in Sediment
Loading Result from Yeader
Creek Stabilization

UPCOMING EVENTS



Since the creation of Easter Lake in 1967, 30% of the lake’s volume
has been lost to siltation. As development has increased, the natural
hydrologic function of the landscape has been disrupted sending
large and forceful amounts of stormwater runoff into Yeader Creek
which feeds directly
into Easter Lake.
Increased stormwater
flows have led to
unstable banks along
the length of Yeader
Creek. The sediment
from the eroding
banks is attributed to
Yeader Creek before stabilization
60% of sediment
loading into Easter Lake. So far, two stabilization projects have been
completed. Stabilization at one of the sites stabilized 2,600 feet of
stream bank and has resulted in the reduction of 234 tons of
sediment per year and 304.2 pounds of phosphorus loading per year!




Rain Barrel Workshop: Sept. 21st, 6:30– 7:30 PM,
Easter Lake Park
Register online at mycountyparks.com or call
515.323.5339
Rain Barrel Workshop: Oct. 17th, 6:30-7:30 PM,
Grandview Park
Easter Lake Watershed Project Update: Oct. 16th
7PM, location TBD

For more information Contact:
Julie Perreault—Watershed Coordinator
julie.perreault@ia.nacdnet.net
515.964.1883 ext. 3
www.easterlake.org
Easter Lake Watershed Project

Quick and Easy Ways to Help
Protect Easter Lake!
Pick up after your pets!
10,000 dogs live in the Easter
Lake Watershed. 10,000 dogs
can generate up to 7692 lbs. of
waste every day! Dog waste carries
parasites and bacteria that can be
transmitted directly to people and
make them sick. 2-3 days of
droppings from 100 dogs can
generate enough bacteria to close a
beach to fishing and swimming and
all watershed areas within 20 miles!
We love our dogs, but we love
Easter Lake too, please pick up your dog’s poo!

Yeader Creek after stabilization

New Stormwater Wetland Helps Protect Easter Lake
As new developments have been built around Easter Lake, increased levels of
stormwater runoff have resulted in large amounts of sediment and pollutant
loading into the lake. Construction of a new housing development on the east side
of the lake threatened to negatively affect water quality, which jumpstarted
partners of the Easter Lake Watershed Project to come together to make plans for
a stormwater wetland. In 2016 the Project was awarded a Water Quality Initiative
Grant to construct the wetland which then started the design process. After final
designs were completed in January, the bid letting process began. Construction of
the wetland began in May of 2017 and concluded at the end of the summer. This
fall a seeding of the area will mark the project complete.
Wetlands serve as a great tool to help slowdown and filter stormwater generated
by urban landscapes like the new neighborhood currently under construction.
Wetlands allow for the opportunity to treat greater areas of land with a singular
practice which comes with many positive outcomes. The new wetland will not only
help protect Easter Lake’s water quality, but also serves as habitat. Once the new
Mark C. Ackelson Trail is completed, trail users will be able to pass by and through
the new stormwater wetland.
This project is a great example of partners successfully working together to restore
Easter Lake. Without the partnerships and cooperation of Polk County
Conservation, City of Des Moines, Polk Soil & Water Conservation District, IDALS,
Iowa DNR, and NRCS projects such as this would not be possible.

Blazing Trails: Mark C. Ackelson Trail Gets Closer to Completion
This fall, crews are hard at work continuing progress
on the new Mark C. Ackelson Trail around Easter
Lake. Currently work is being completed on eastern
side along Evergreen Ave., SE 34th Street, and
Easter Lake Drive. Starting in August, crews
completed earth work for the new trail section. By
mid-September, construction for most of this
section of the trail has already been completed. To
finish the this section of the trail, construction of
the bridge on Evergreen Ave. will need to be
completed. This bridge construction is slated to be
completed in December. When finished the Mark C.
Ackelson Trail will create a 6.2 mile loop around
Easter Lake.

