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The Easter Lake Watershed Project

DID YOU KNOW...

Attracting nearly 400,000
visitors each year, Easter Lake
Park has been a great
recreational resource to central
Iowa since its creation in 1967.
Easter Lake is fed by Yeader
Creek, which is part of a 6,380acre watershed that stretches
across Des Moines from the
airport east to the lake. Over the
last several years this popular
178-acre lake has faced
diminishing water quality as
development in the area has
increased. The lake currently
suffers from poor water clarity,
algal blooms, high sedimentation
rates, and low oxygen
concentrations.
In response to the lake’s water
quality problems, project
partners completed research to
identify pollutant sources, locate
priority areas, and develop a plan
of action to provide guidance and

outline goals for the restoration
project. Project partners have
incorporated multiple funding
sources into future lake and
watershed improvements, as well
as a new trail system that will
further connect local residents to
the natural amenities of Easter Lake
and Ewing Parks.
Initial projects and programs will
be aimed at reducing pollution
entering the lake through major
stream stabilizations and financial
incentives for watershed residents
to implement rainscaping practices.
These practices will decrease the
amount of eroded soil entering
Easter Lake , which is critical to
restoring it back to a healthy,
functioning system.
Upon completion the Easter Lake
Watershed Project envisions the
lake being a sustainable resource
that provides diverse recreational
activities for visitors.
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Do You Live In The Watershed?
In all lakes water quality is greatly affected by
what is happening in the watershed (area that
drains into the lake). A great example of this is
Easter Lake, which has lost nearly 30% of its
volume due to sediment washing in from the
watershed. For this reason the project is going
to great lengths to put practices in the watershed
to stop pollutants from reaching Easter Lake. If
this is not done, no matter what renovations are
made to the lake, it will be facing the same issues
in the future. If you are a resident of the watershed this provides a great opportunity for
financial incentives to put rainscaping practices in your yard! These practices include native
landscaping, soil quality restoration, rain gardens, rain barrels, and many more. If you would like
more information about the project, rainscaping practices, or the financial incentive, contact one
of the project coordinators today!

Meet Your Easter Lake Coordinators
The Easter Lake Watershed Project has two coordinators to oversee
project goals and assist the public. These coordinators will provide the
necessary link between watershed residents and project partners
working together to improve Easter Lake.
Watershed Coordinator Zach DeYoung is a veteran of multiple
projects in the Polk County area. Zach grew up on a farm outside
Quimby, Iowa and graduated with a B.S. from Iowa State University. As
watershed coordinator Zach will oversee the implementation and design
of rainscaping practices, as well as ensure that the Water Quality
Management Plan is being achieved.
Outreach Coordinator John Swanson is a Des Moines native and
graduate of Simpson College. John will be leading educational and
outreach activities for the project including holding workshops,
presenting to groups, and managing outreach resources.
For More Information Contact:
Zach DeYoung– Watershed Coordinator
zachary.deyoung@ia.nacdnet.net
(515) 946-1883 ext.3

John Swanson–Watershed Outreach Coordinator
johnathon.swanson@ia.udsa.gov
(515) 964-1883 ext. 3

Brought to you by:
Check us out online at www.easterlake.org or
“LIKE” our Easter Lake Watershed Project Facebook page

