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Easter Lake Water Quality Mangement Plan  
Steering Committee and Technical Advisory Team Meeting 

 
When:  March 26, 2012, 6:00PM 
Where:  Weeks Middle School – 901 East Park Avenue, Des Moines, IA 

 
Attendees: 

NAME ROLE TITLE ORGANIZATION 

Stan Thompson SC Citizen  

Karl Schilling SC Citizen  

Daniel Gregory SC Citizen  

David Miller SC Sewer Enterprise 
Administrator 

City of Des Moines 

Kevin Moran TAT Parks Department City of Des Moines 

Roger Elliott SC Committee Member  Citizen 

Jim Gillespie TAT Director – Division of Soil 
Conservation 

IDALS 

George 
Antoniou 

TAT Lake Renovation/Project 
Manager 

IDNR 

Mark McCurdy TAT Engineer NRCS 

William 
Kreinbring 

SC Citizen  

Carl Tarantino SC Citizen  

Jonathan Mohr Consultant Environmental Planner EA 

Jon Trombino Consultant Project Manager EA 

Paul Brakhage Consultant Water Resources Planner LakeTech 

 

NOTES 
 
The first Steering Committee and Technical Advisory Team meeting was held at Weeks Middle as a 
kickoff for the Easter Lake Water Quality Management Plan. Below is a summary of questions, answers, 
and notes from the meeting. 

1. Adam Kiel introduced himself, thanked the group for attending, and introduced the consultants. 
2. Jonathan Mohr provided a 30 minute presentation to the group explaining EA/LakeTech and the 

upcoming planning process.  
3. How will the project team handle accessibility to Yeader Creek considering it is mostly privately 

owned? A strong education process will be used so property owners better understand the need 
for the planned improvements. 

4. What has been done thus far to get people to pick up pet waste? The City of Des Moines 
currently has a pet waste ordinance. This needs to be enforced and also emphasized through 
public education. The group discussed the role pet waste and other wildlife has as a pollutant 
source and discussed potential projects such as bridge retrofits to limit bacteria contributions. 

5. Paul Brakhage discussed how volume reduction of Easter Lake overtime has decreased the 
capacity and increased the concentration of pollutants in the lake. A smaller basin to catch 
pollutants equals increased concentrations of pollutants. 
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6. How is our experience in working with lawn treatment professionals? Jon Trombino answered 
that working with lawn treatment professionals to encourage use of no/low phosphorus 
fertilizers is a great approach to decreasing pollutants in the watershed. 

7. Adam Kiel asked about EA/LakeTech examples of success. Paul Brakhage explained the need for 
patience and wanted everyone to understand that in-lake improvements would take time and 
that the lake will respond slowly to external loading reductions. Paul has been involved with 
over 20 similar watershed planning efforts, several of which saw impairments from the water 
bodies removed. 

8. What happens when you dredge and bring up mercury? Paul Brakhage explained that an 
increase in methyl mercury is common due to the ability for fish to absorb it and that monitoring 
would determine the level of mercury in the fish population. 

9. What about lead shot? This shouldn’t be an issue as waterfowl hunting isn’t allowed. 
10. Mike McGhee added that Easter Lake is a rare property and it is important to invest in the 

improvements. He noted that property like this is rare in an urban area and creating something 
similar would be far too expensive. 

11. What about the contribution to flow from sump pumps? The project team didn’t anticipate a 
significant issue arising from sump pump contributions as compared to stormwater flows into 
Yeader Creek. 

12. Steering Committee members were encouraged to continue participating in the plan and also to 
encourage others to attend future meetings. 
 

The Steering Committee is encouraged to direct input or any questions to Ben Dodd at 641-891-3795 or 
ben.dodd@dnr.iowa.gov. Regular communication will occur with the Steering Committe team through 
email. 
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